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Growth in GHG Emissions
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Maryland GHG Emissions
•70% of Maryland’s 
Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions come 
from the 
combination of the 
electricity 
consumption and 
transportation 
sectors

•Electricity 
consumption 
includes the >25% 
of electricity 
created outside of 
Maryland’s borders
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GHG Reductions from Recent Actions

• Recent actions will achieve 60-70% of the reductions 
needed to reach the 25% in 2020 goal
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Plan Covers Three Issues



Science Working Group
• Reductions in GHG 

will have significant 
benefits to Maryland

• Mitigation of global 
emissions would 
likely lower sea level 
rise, reduce public 
health risks

• Adaptation strategies 
are needed



Adaptation Working Group
Forests, wetlands & beaches 

protect from coastal flooding

Priority Recommendations:

• Create Priority Protection Areas

• Forest & Wetland Protection

• Living Shorelines &

Buffer Area Management Practices



Climate Change Commission 

Commission Goals

• 25-50% reduction in 
Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions by 2020

• Goal: 90% reduction in 
Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions by 2050

• Build on existing 
programs to reduce ghg 
emissions



Mitigation Technical Working Group

• Agriculture Forestry & 
Waste Use

• Energy Supply

• Residential, Commercial, 
& Industrial Use

• Transportation & Land Use

• Cross Cutting Issues

Plan to Reduce Emissions
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Mitigation Policy Options



Mitigation Policy Options



Mitigation Policy Options



Reductions and Goals



Policies: Reductions by 2020



Cost Effectiveness

• Under QAQC to refine analyses that 
were conducted for each policy option

• Preliminary data indicate  implementing 
42 measures will result in a net economic 
benefit to the State of approximately $2B 
by 2020 



Preliminary Estimate of Results – 2020
• The Commission’s 2020 

goal is to achieve a 25% 
to 50% reduction from 
2006 levels.  

• The 42 strategies are 
projected to achieve an 
approximate 40% to 
55% reduction from 
2006 levels by 2020. 

• Early actions, already 
taken in Maryland, will 
achieve about 60% to 
70% of the reductions 
needed to meet the 25% 
reduction goal.
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